Introduced by Council Member Love: 

RESOLUTION 2013-544
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER AS CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS MONTH IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, every year in the United States approximately 13,000 children under the age of 21 are diagnosed with some form of cancer, and about 1 in 300 boys and 1 in 333 girls will develop cancer before their twentieth birthday according to statistics collected by the National Cancer Institute; and


WHEREAS, although the incidence rate for having childhood cancer continues largely unchanged, the survival rate for many cancers has increased tremendously because of research and new and better technologies and forms of treatment; and


WHEREAS, while some progress is being made in battling childhood cancer, considerably less money is invested in research on childhood cancer when compared to adult cancers by major funding organization such as the American Cancer Society, the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and the National Cancer Institute; and 


WHEREAS, families, caregivers, charities and research groups across the United States observe September as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in an effort to draw attention to the types of cancer that particularly affect children and to advocate for more research and funding devoted to battling these diseases; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville has extraordinary health care resources for children experiencing a diagnosis of cancer, and Childhood Cancer Awareness Month also aims to highlight the great work that is being done by these compassionate and dedicated health care and research professionals at our local hospitals and clinics; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville wishes to join in the national effort to spotlight childhood cancer awareness and the need to invest more resources and time into the effort to eradicate these diseases; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby declares the month of September, 2013 to be Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in Jacksonville and urges all citizens to become more educated about the issues involved in childhood cancer research and treatment and to participate in the special events that will be held during the month.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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